
THE BANGOR — 

CARASQUE 

SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM  

The Bangor -  Carasque s is -

ter ing  re lat ionship is  one 

of  29 Sis ter  Cit ies formed 

during  El  Salvador ’s  c iv i l  

war .   Sis ter  Cit ies  are 

l inked through a  nat ional  

network,  US – El  Salvador 

Sis ter  Cit ies .   

 

Local ly ,  we are  a  project  of 

PICA, (Peace  through In -

teramerican Community  

Act ion) ,  a  local  organiza -

t ion which works  to re -

c la im democracy  and help 

create  g lobal  economic jus -

t ice . 

 

Our purpose  is  to a l ly  com-

munit ies  across  borders  in  

order  to promote  human 

r ights ,  economic just ice ,  

and community  l i fe .   

 

Sol idar i ty  t rave ls  both 

ways ,  f rom the US to El  

Salvador and from our Sal -

vadoran brothers  and s is -

ters  north to us ,  bui ld ing 

t rust ,  communicat ion, dig -

nity ,  hope,  and strength in 

the  st rugg le  for  just ice.   

PEACE THROUGH INTERAMERICAN  

COMMUNITY ACTION (PICA) 
170 Park St. 

Bangor, ME  04401 

Phone: 207-947-4203 

Email: info@pica.ws 

Web: www.pica.ws 

THE SISTER CITY 

PROJECT 

BUILDING YOUTH 

LEADERSHIP 

 

PRESERVING ACCESS TO  

EDUCATION 

 

SUSTAINING  

COMMUNITY 

WE INVITE YOU TO INVITE US... 

We're  g lad to speak with you or  your 

group about  the scholarship program.  

We offer  a  short  s l ide  presentat ion to 

g ive  an evocat ive  g l impse  of  our  s is ter 

c i ty  project .  

 

We 're  a lso ready to help with fundrais -

ing  ideas  and techniques for  groups 

that  wish to support  the  scholarship 

project .  

 

Of course ,  we ' re  happy to accept  indi -

v idual  contr ibut ions,  as  wel l .  

 

P lease  be  in  touch.  

peace through 

interamerican 

community action 

SISTER CITIES 

CIUDADES HERMANAS 



THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
Bangor joins  i t s  s i s ter  c i ty 

Carasque in  preserving  and ex -

tending Carasque’s  extraordinary 

commitment  to education and to 

their  youth.  Our support  for  their 

v is ion can translate  to energ ized, 

susta inable  communit ies .  Even 

modest  contr ibut ions wi l l  make 

cr i t ica l  di f ferences .  

 
Scholarship funds from the Ban-

gor  area are  dis t r ibuted joint ly ,  

through the c ivi l  organizat ion and 

the  par ish to which Carasque be -

longs ,  to youth from Carasque and 

i t s  neighboring  communit ies .  

 

The ful l  cost  of  tuit ion,  l iv ing 

costs  and transportat ion ( the  high 

school  i s  two hours  by  bus in  the 

neighboring  c i ty  of  Chalate )  i s  

roughly  one hundred dol lars  for  

one s tudent for  one year .  

 

Scholarship ass is tance makes  pos -

s ible  s tudents '  a ttendance but  

does  not  ful ly  cover  costs .  Stu-

dents  must  f ind ways  to contr ibute 

part  of  their  expenses . A commit -

ment  to cont inue to l ive  in  and 

work on behalf  of  their  communi -

t ies  i s  a  pr imary condit ion of  

scholarship a id. 

YOUTH AND EDUCATION IN CARASQUE 

 

Carasque nurtures  i t s  young people  and 

devotes  a  generous s l ice  of  i t s  meager 

pie  to their  deve lopment .  The vi l lage 

g ives  i t s  youth great  responsibi l i ty ,  and 

the  respect  that  goes  with i t .  Ten year 

olds  have  essent ia l  family  roles .  Four -

teen year  olds  do community  construc -

t ion,  fencing ,  t ree  plant ing .  Eighteen 

year  olds  serve  on the  town counci l .  

 

Carasque subsis t s  in a  g lobal  economy 

haunted by sweatshop employment ,  im-

per i led agr iculture  and emigrat ions that 

bleed their  communit ies .  In  this  world, 

sending young people  to high school  

means more  than individuals  obtaining 

job ski l l s .   

 

For  Carasque i t  means cult ivat ing  a 

corps  of  energ ized youth leaders  with 

commitment  and capacity  to grapple 

with the  problems that face  their  com-

munit ies .  

STRUGGLING FOR 

EDUCATION: THEN & 

NOW 

 

During  the  war  against  the  c ivi l -

ian populat ion in the  1980 ' s ,  El 

Salvador ' s  rulers  shut  down pub-

l ic  schools  in  the  countrys ide .  

 

Abandoned by their  government , 

communit ies  l ike  Carasque deve l -

oped their  own system of  

"people ' s  educat ion."  

 

I f  a  school  were  destroyed or  the 

community  mil i tar i ly  dispersed, 

school  would go on,  even i f  just  

under  a  mango tree .  

 

Now, more  than a  decade later ,  

chi ldren of  a  community  that 

educated i t se l f  up by i t s  boot -

s t raps  are  ready to at tend high 

school  and beyond.  

 

But  despite  the  peace 

Carasqueños and their neighbors 

remain targets  of  malign neg lect :  

the  cost  of  bas ic  services  l ike  a 

high school  educat ion is  pr iced 

out  of  reach of  most  poor com-

munit ies .  


